Mitogenic responses of baboon (Papio cynocephalus) peripheral blood mononuclear cells. A possible role for monocytes.
Removal of carbonyl iron-adherent/phagocytic cells from baboon peripheral blood mononuclear cells generally resulted in a depressed blastogenic response to both pokeweed mitogen and concanavalin A. In the majority of cases, no alteration in dose requirement nor shift in kinetics was apparent. Staining for peroxidase activity indicated a reduced proportion of monocytes in the population of cells treated with iron. Therefore, the results of this study strongly suggest a potentiating role for monocytes in lectin stimulation of baboon lymphocytes.